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NEW THIS YEAR: 

FLY CASTING CONTEST! 

To maintain an even playing field, 

weôll provide the rods. 
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The Home Pool 
Tom Battista, President, Brodheads Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

 On Monday, May 3, Gerry Bortz, Eric Baird and I responded to a request Don 

Baylor received from Dr. Foster, the advisor to Venture Crew 8 at The Church of 

the Mountain in Delaware Water Gap to give a presentation on fly fishing to his 

youth group. A Venture Crew is the new name Boy Scouts of America has for 

what used to be called Explorers. Venture Crews may have female members, and 

the youth are able to be active in scouting until age twenty-one. We showed them 

Will Daskalôs entomology program from our chapter website. I demonstrated 

equipment to one group, while Gerry and Eric worked with two people at a time 

tying some flies. The crew members tied Green Weenies. I continued outside with 

a micro casting teaching rod and two full size fly rods giving the crew an opportu-

nity to learn basic casting. The group was able to begin a simple overhead cast and 

also learned to roll cast. We made sure they all understood they were welcome to 

attend our meetings in the future. Hopefully, we will see some of these young  

people join with us as TU members as well as their families. Thank to Gerry and 

Eric for going with me on such short notice to gain some exposure for our chapter. 

Once again, Ken and Company has given some public exposure to our chapter by 

having a display board made by Will Daskal placed in the Aveda Salon & Spa 

showing pictures of environmental projects done by our chapter. They raised $550 

in donations for our Brodheads Chapter environmental projects this year. Thank 

you to all of the people involved in obtaining this generous donation during these 

tough economic times. 

Please be aware that the tick population this year is exceptionally large. Treat your 

outdoor clothing with a tick repellent and check yourself for these pests when 

youôre done fishing. Even when you use topical treatments that remain on their 

skin, your pets can still carry the ticks on the outer layers of their fur and bring 

them into your home. Also, try to be conscious of other environmental problems 

spreading such as ñrock snotò and seeds of invasive plants. Clean your equipment 

after each outing, especially waders and boots. If you can, try to change to new 

boots without felt soles that use the new ñstickyò rubber. 

Thanks also to Mike Brong for securing some additional boulders from a site at his 

church for our ongoing in stream work. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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FISHING BUDDIES  WANT YOU! 
 

T 
he 2010 cadre of available Brodheads TU anglers who have 

volunteered their services for Gerry Bortzô Fishing Buddies 

Program are now ready to receive calls for the upcoming 

spring 2010 fishing season. Kindly plan ahead; donôt call the night before 

you want to go fishing and expect the availability of one of our volunteers. 

Please save this page and know that caring members of YOUR chapter 

are here to help any fledgling fly-fishers with ñgetting their feet wetò in 

one of our lovely local streams. The following BTU chapter members 

have generously offered their time and expertise to assist fellow chapter 

members in learning the local waters: Eric Baird (570-355-0165; evenings 

& weekends; Tobyhanna, Hickory Run & Devilôs Hole); Tom Battista 

(610-681-6307; Sunday mornings; any stream); Gerry Bortz (570-895-

1099; weekdays; Brodhead & McMichaels Creeks); Scott Cesari (570-897-

5830; Evenings & weekends; any streams); Will Daskal (610-381-6188; 

call for availability); Jeff Heberley (570-421-3184; any time; anywhere); 

Glenn Hessler (570-629-5492; weekends; Brodhead & McMichaels 

Creeks); Tom Magera (570-977-4381; weekdays in the morning & week-

ends any time; any stream); Eric McLendon (610-863-9097; anytime; any-

where); Ron Mishkin (570-460-5031; evenings & weekends; Brodhead & 

McMichaels Creeks and others); Frank Russo (570-839-3436; any time; 

anywhere); and John Schriever (570-722-9797; anytime; anywhere). 
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CHAPTER  
CALENDAR 

2010 
  

 

June 2010 

Board Meeting ð June  2, 

7:30 pm 

 

General Meeting: ANNUAL 

PICNIC @ Brodheads Park;  

SATURDAY, June 12  

3 pm until dusk 
 

 

August 2010 

Board Meeting ð August 4, 

7:30 pm 
 

 

 

September 2010 

Board Meeting ð Sept. 1, 

7:30 pm 

General Meeting ð Sept. 8, 

7:30 pm 

 
 

Note: The Fly Tying Round-Robin, all General 

Meetings, and The Fly Tying Classes, will be 

held in the Education Room of the Monroe 

County Conservation   District Office on 

Running Valley Road in Bartonsville, PA. 
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Tight lines! 

Tom 

Regular Session 2009-2010 

House Bill 2235  

A n Act providing for a moratorium on leasing State forest lands for the purposes of natural gas ex-
ploration, drilling or production; imposing  duties on the Department of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources; and providing for report contents and for Legislative Budget and Finance Commit-

tee study passed on Tuesday, May 4th by a vote of 157-33. The bill was introduced and sponsored by a num-
ber of representatives including our own John Siproth and Mario Scavello. The bill will now undergo legisla-
tive budget and finance   committee study. If enacted, this bill will place a five-year moratorium on leasing 
state forest lands for natural gas drilling. Pennsylvania's state forests are one of our greatest public assets and 
are home to many of the state's highest quality trout streams. These forests provide more than just hunting, 
fishing and other recreational opportunities. They support tourism, local businesses and a sustainable timber 
supply. These forest lands must be protected.  Currently, one-third of our state forests are open to natural gas 
drilling and exploration. Many of these lands are being leased to help balance Pennsylvania's budget deficit. 
Trout Unlimited  believes that the budget should not be balanced at the expense of hunters and    anglers. 
Putting a freeze on new leasing until a comprehensive environmental   impact study is completed is crucial to 
ensure our streams are protected and state lands are managed  responsibly. 

     Presidentôs Column (Continued from page 2) 

Remember June 12 is our annual picnic in Brodhead Park. The Chapter provides hamburgers, hot dogs, 

soda and condiments. You supply the enthusiasm and a covered dish or dessert to share. This year, we 

will have a casting competition with all participants using the rods we purchased for instruction to insure 

a ñlevel playing fieldò. Mike Brong will provide some hula hoops as targets. It should be a memorable 

and extremely enjoyable day. I look forward to seeing all of you at our picnic! 
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NEW THIS YEAR: 

FLY CASTING CONTEST! 

To maintain an even playing field, 

weôll provide the rods! 
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