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The Home Pool

Tom Battista, President, Brodheads Chapter of Trout Unlimited

s [ write this column, I am reflecting on the many dedicated volunteers

we have in our Brodheads Chapter. This morning, despite the frigid
temperatures, eight members of our chapter gathered at the Monroe County
Conservation District’s Kettle Creek Conservation and Education center to teach
fly tying to thirteen eager participants. Gerry Bortz was

?"( ] the lead instructor, with seven of us assisting; so, the

ratio of instructors to participants was one for each
pair of students. As always, Gerry made sure each
student had adequate materials to tie several copies of
each fly pattern. He also teaches the skills by tying
parts of a fly, building up in steps to the complete fly.
Additionally, students were sent home with home-
work to complete for the next session in two weeks. I
would to thank John Pysher, Joe Sadowski, Eric Baird,
Scott Cesari, Glen Reish and Allen Landheer, for
getting up on a cold morning to assist in teaching. If
you went to the Somerset Fly Fishing Show, both
Scott and Allen were featured on “Tiers Row”. I just want to stress how many
good resources we have in our chapter. Once again, Will Daskal did an excellent
job in publicizing the course. He also takes time to publish Streamside Asides,
our chapter newsletter, as well as serve as the webmaster of our new chapter
website, www.brodheadstu.org. Thanks Will for all your hard work. Lastly, I also
want to thank Bob Stevens, our chapter secretary, for all the behind the scenes
work he does. Bob’s wife, June, welcomes the board members into their home
each month for our board meetings, providing us with refreshments.

I look forward to all of you joining us on February 10, 2010 for our Fly
Tying Round Robin. Bring your vise and some materials and show off the fly
patterns that you have developed or modified. It is a chance to exchange ideas
and techniques. We do not have a formal meeting in March because we hold our
Banquet instead. Don’t forget to save the date of March 27™! We also provide a
program in support of the Monroe County Environmental Center’s Fly Fishing
Seminar, date to be announced here and in the newspaper’s March issue. I hope
you are all doing your gear maintenance and tying flies so you’ll be ready for
opening day, if you do not fish in the winter. Don’t forget to buy your new fish-
ing license. January marked the start of the new license year!

Tipht lines/
Sam




Streamside Asides

CHAPTER
CALENDAR
2010

FLY-TYING ROUND-
ROBIN: Wednesday, Feb.
10 — 7:30 pm @ MCEEC

March 2010

March 3: Board Meeting
March 27: ANNUAL BTU
BANQUET in lieu of Gen-
eral Meeting — Pocono Inne

Town, 6:00 pm

April 2010

Board Meeting — April 7,
7:30 pm

General Meeting — April 14,
7:30 pm

May 2010

Board Meeting — May 5, 7:30
pm

General Meeting — May 12,
7:30 pm

June 2010

Board Meeting — June 2, 7:30
pm

ANNUANL PICNIC @
Brodheads Park;

SATURDAY, June 12

Note: The Fly Tying Round-Robin, all General
Meetings, and The Fly Tying Classes, will be
held in the Education Room of the Monroe
County Conservation District Office on

Running Valley Road in Bartonsville, PA.
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iy of the MontF

Hairwing Henryville

Submitted by Dan Steere
Materials

Hook: Dry fly # 12-18 (e.g.,, Mustad
94840); Thread: Black 8/0; Body:

Green or orange floss; Hackle: Grizzly

on body, brown forward of wing;
Wing: White Antron or Hi-Vis

Step-by-step Directions:

Start thread and wind back to hook bend

Tie in grizzly hackle

Tie in floss

Wind thread toward eye of the hook

Wind floss forward over 2/3 of the body and tie off

Wind grizzly hackle forward over the floss body and then tie off

AR A

Tie in Antron or Hi-Viz wing material facing backward toward the back of

the hook

8. Tie in the brown hackle just in front of the wing and wind it to just behind
the eye and tie off.

9. Trim the wing so that it is just about parallel with the hook bend.

Additional Tips:

Try different colors for the floss body. Small amounts of fine dubbing work well
also for the body, although I like the floss better. The wing makes this easier for
me to see than the standard duck quill wings of the traditional Henryville Special.
In the sizes #16-18, this fly has been a consistent producer for me.
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In an effort to stem the rising tide of ATV damage to our game lands and trout streams, Don Baylor, our Environmental
Chairman, sent the following letter to the PA Game Commission. We thought you should be aware of its contents, as we
tip our hats to Don for his ongoing work to find a solution to this growing problem. — Ed.

Motorized ATV's are commonly used, in violation of Game Commission laws, on State Game Lands #38 in Mon-
roe County. I frequently hike on this state land. Near PA Route 80 on the north portion of SGL #38, ATV's have
incised very deep ruts on steep terrain crossing and in close proximity to Sand Spring Run - headwaters of the
Pocono Creek (See attached photo). These deep unvegetated ruts cause sedimentation during precipitation events
in a drainage that has excellent populations of wild trout - brooks in the headwaters and browns farther down-
stream.

Sand Spring Run and Wolf Swamp Run on SGL #38 are classified as Exceptional Value Waters by PA Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection. Wolf Swamp Run is classified by the PA Fish & Boat Commission as Class A
Wild Trout Water. A PA Fish & Boat Commission survey of the Pocono Creek in 2002 found trout populations
equal to or better than the requirements for Class A at 6 out of 8 sites. This fishery deserves protection, especially
in the headwaters which would theoretically be undisturbed because of the undeveloped riparian state land.

The use of these motorized vehicles in such areas is, not only environmentally disastrous, but dangerous as well.
On Sunday, September 6, I was hiking on a trail starting on the top of Big Pocono to Deep Lake and Sand
Spring. By the time I returned, the trail was being heavily used by hikers and mountain bikers, and two ATV's,
on which I saw no license, passed the other foot and bicycle traffic.

If there is anything that can be done to stop these ATV riders from tearing up our state land, endangering hikers,
and causing severe impact to aquatic ecosystems, it deserves the attention of the PA Game Commission. If there
is anything local organizations such as Brodhead Trout Unlimited or the Brodhead Watershed Association can
do to assist the Game Commission in this matter, we would be eager to help.

Sincerely,

Don Baylor, President - Brodhead Watershed Association

Environmental Chair - Brodhead Trout Unlimited

ATV’s are destroying
our game lands and
trout streams. BTU is
taking a proactive

stand!

THANKS, DON!
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1 u
FISHING BUDDIES WANT YOU!

he 2010 cadre of available Brodheads TU anglers who have volunteered their services for Gerry

Bortz’ Fishing Buddies Program are now ready to receive calls for the upcoming spring 2010 fish-

ing season. Kindly plan ahead; don’t call the night before you want to go fishing and expect the
availability of one of our volunteers. Please save this page and know that caring members of YOUR chapter
are here to help any fledgling fly-fishers with “getting their feet wet” in one of our lovely local streams. The
following chapter members have offered their time and expertise to aid their fellow chapter members learn
the local waters: Eric Baird (570-355-0165; evenings & weekends; Tobyhanna, Hickory Run & Devil’s Hole);
Tom Battista (610-681-6307; Sunday mornings; any stream); Gerry Bortz (570-895-1099; weekdays; Brod-
head & McMichaels Creeks); Scott Cesari (570-897-5830; Evenings & weekends; any streams); Will Daskal
(610-381-6188; call for availability); Jeff Heberley (570-421-3184; any time; anywhere); Glenn Hessler (570-
629-5492; weekends; Brodhead & McMichaels Creeks); Tom Magera (570-977-4381; weekdays in the morn-
ing & weekends any time; any stream); Eric McLendon (610-863-9097; anytime; anywhere); Ron Mishkin
(570-460-5031; evenings & weekends; Brodhead & McMichaels Creeks and others); Frank Russo (570-839-
3436; any time; anywhere); and John Schriever (570-722-9797; anytime; anywhere).

Please Support Our Advertisers!

On a recent western fly fishing
trip, our Environmental Chair,
Don Baylor, showed the resident
fish population a thing or two
about proper fly presentation.
Here’s our beaming Don with a
beautiful trout that was caught
and released on his recent trip.
For more photos of Don’s fishing

trip, go to our new website...

http://www.brodheadstu.org.
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Bavlor Conauers Golorado Trout!

was on my annual fly-fishing trip to Colorado from July 29 to August 6. The fishing on the Colorado

River was the best I have ever experienced in 12 or so years | have been going out there. We fished

the Colorado in seven different places from near Hot Sulfur Springs to near Dotsero. We got numer-

ous trout at each location, including quite a few 16, 17, & 18” trout and a few about 20.” The vast
majority of fish on the Colorado were taken on dry flies. I encountered some PMD’s, caddis, tricos, and
large spinners - possibly Western Green Drakes. We also had fine fishing on the Yampa and Eagle Rivers
and an area stream that we don’t discuss.

The first week [ was there, we had a group of women anglers staying at the cabin on Luarks Ranch with ex-
clusive access to 2 miles of the Colorado . 1 had stayed on the ranch before but didn’t get to know the
ranch water nearly as well as I did this year. The ranch water provided some excellent fishing. I fished with
2 of the gals | know from the Philadelphia area for 3 days. We had a blast. The second week at the ranch,
we had two anglers I got to know through my Entomology for Fly Fishermen course at the Little Lehigh Fly
Shop. These folks each caught some memorable trout - and lost some trophies that couldn’t be controlled
on light tippet. Each also had very good float fishing with my friend Barry Simmers.

Barry was booked nearly every day I was there, so we only got to fish together one morning and the evening
before I left. That last evening was memorable with large trout porpoising and audibly sucking in flies as we
wade fished a favorite spot on the Colorado with no one else there. Barry got 8, including one very large
brown, and lost a couple bruisers; I got about the same number with several in the 17” range and one about
19”. As it turns out, I had to go out again in late September and spend some time fishing with Barry and
Derrick Cossaboon, a former Stroudsburg guy who now works at the Denver Zoo.

I love the fishing and the area so much; next year I have booked the cabin for the third week in July for a
group of family and friends: my son-in-law Lonnie, John and Bill Brinker, and my brother and a friend. The
second week of July, Ben Turpin and I hope to get a group together to stay at the cabin and fish. If anyone
is interested, Ben and I will soon have costs from the ranch and details. Contact either of us.

From the ranch, one can easily fish numerous spots on
the Colorado , Eagle, Frying Pan, Roaring Fork, and
Yampa Rivers , along with numerous beautiful smaller
streams and lakes in the vicinity.

Don Baylor

o



